AGENCY: ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA)

TITLE: “Facilitating Tribal Climate Change Adaptation Planning and
Communicating Climate Change Impacts”

ACTION: Request for Proposals (RFP)

RFP Number: EPA-OAR-CCD-10-09

CFDA: 66.034

SUMMARY: Formal Agency responses to questions regarding the subject

RFP DATE: Closing Date: July 30, 2010

QI: Is there a website that has the announcement of funding?

A1: Yes. The synopsis of the announcement has been posted on Grants.gov. You can view the
announcement by searching for the RFP or CFDA numbers at www.grants.gov. You can also
follow the direct link at:
http://wwwQ7.grants.gov/search/search.do;?oppld=55302&mode=VIEW

And this is the link to the announcement on EPA/OAR's grants' funding page:
http://www.epa.gov/air/grants _funding.html

Q2: How many applicants are expected?
A2: This is an open competition; all eligible entities are encouraged to apply.
Q3: How many grants are expected to be awarded?

A3: No. As stated in Section II (Award Information) of the RFP, EPA anticipates award of up to
approximately one to three cooperative agreements under this announcement ranging in value
from approximately $50,000 to $150,000 per year, subject to the availability of funds and quality
of evaluated proposals. The total estimated funding expected to be available for awards under
this competitive opportunity is approximately $550,000.

QA: Is this the first year the grant has been awarded?

A4: This is the first year this solicitation, “Facilitating Tribal Climate Change Adaptation
Planning and Communicating Climate Change Impacts,” has been competed.

Q5: The RFP indicates that there is no matching requirement, but will it be seen as favorable
in comparison to others?



AS: There is no matching requirement and will not be part of the evaluation criteria. If you do
have matching funding, however, it should be noted in the budget.

Q6: Would a consortium of tribes be considered an eligible entity for this RFP?

A6: Yes.
Q7: Can the proposal focus on one, or a few tribes, or does it have to be a nationwide focus?

A7: The proposal can focus on one or a few tribes; however, as stated in Section I.B (Scope of
Work) of the RFP, “An additional goal of the training and technical assistance should be
replicability and transferability primarily to other tribes, but also to other key audiences
including the broader environmental justice and climate adaptation communities.”

08: On what scale are you looking for outputs and outcomes from this project to apply?
Nationwide? Local?

A8: We anticipate both local and nationwide outputs and outcomes. For example, as stated in
Section I.C.3 (Outcomes) of the RFP, one anticipated local scale outcome is “Improved
understanding of how to identify applicable adaptation strategies at the local level for an
individual tribe.” One anticipated national level outcome is “Improved communication of
impacts and relevant adaptation strategies to tribal communities and organizations, as well as the
environmental justice community and other key audiences.

Q9: Are you willing to consider small projects focused on single resources of importance to
tribes as long as the outputs provide a model for future, similar work?

A9: Yes.

Q10: Is there a format template for the summary page or other parts of the proposal that EPA
prefers we use?

A10: No, EPA has no format preferences.
Q11: The Narrative Work Plan requires a description of how the proposed project benefits the
public. Does the term 'public' include tribal members and the non-tribal public? Are those

benefits synonymous with environmental results?

A11: Yes, the potential audience includes both tribes and non-tribal members of the public.
Project “benefits” are to be described by the applicant, and may include environmental benefits.

Q12: Is it appropriate to put in previous relationships working with tribes?
A12: Yes. The evaluation criteria set forth in Section V.A (Evaluation Criteria) of the RFP will

include past performance, which can include previous work with tribes. As stated in Section 1.B
(Scope of Work), relevant past project experience must demonstrate the applicant’s capability to



assist tribes with adaptation planning and to develop communications and outreach materials that
are applicable and culturally sensitive to Native Americans.

Q13: In Section 1V.C.4 (Attachments), it lists “Quality Assurance Narrative Statement,
Selected applicants only, if applicable.” What does this mean and how do I know if it applies
to my proposal?

A13: The Quality Assurance Narrative Statement only applies to selected applicants who
propose to collect environmental data. Once an applicant is selected for award, an assigned EPA
Project Officer will work with the applicant to develop a Quality Assurance Narrative Statement.
If the selected applicant does not propose to collect any data, then he or she is not required to
submit this statement.

Q14: Can you help me determine whether I should apply for this grant?

A14: To keep this competition fair, we cannot provide you with feedback regarding the
appropriateness or merit of your potential proposal. Please see Section I.B (Scope of Work) and
Section V (Application Review Information) of the RFP for more information.

Q15: Is it possible to look at similar previous proposals?

A15: No, we cannot share the contents of previous proposals due to the confidential nature of the
information within.

Q16: What should I do if I’m having difficulty downloading the application and instructions?

A16: You can email support@grants.gov or call (800) 518-4726 if you’re having difficulties
with the grants.gov website.

Q17: Is it acceptable to use electronic signatures if I submit my proposal through Grants.gov?
A17: Yes, it is acceptable to submit an electronically-signed copy of the forms through
Grants.gov. If you need further assistance regarding submission, please call 1-800-518-4726 or
email support@ grants.gov.

Q18: Is there a way to download the Standard Form SF 424A-Budget Information?

A18: Yes, the download information can be found in Section IV of the announcement

Q19: Can we send you hard copies of related materials to our proposal?

A19: Supporting materials, such as resumes and letters of support, can be submitted either as
hard copy or electronic attachments and are not included in the 20-page limit. However, as stated

in Section IV.C.4 (Attachments), “up to three past examples of communications materials can be
included, not to exceed a total of 15 pages.”



